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A WORD FROM 
PRESIDENT 
SHAHD NAWARI 

Dear Faculty and Students,

On behalf of the 2017-2018 Executive 
Board, I would like to thank the Alumni 
for paving the way and creating the 
foundation that has made the UF 
Chapter of the Student National Dental 
Association (SNDA)  the successful 
organization that it is today. Without 
their vision and hard work, our chapter 
could never have gained a huge 
presence on campus, among both 
students and faculty. The UF Chapter 
of SNDA is working tirelessly to uphold 
the mission to support and encourage 
the recruitment and retention of 
minority students in the field of 
dentistry, as well as implement new 
programs.  This year we hosted our 
annual Impression's Program,  our first 
Tailgate,  and numerous community 
outreach events. With your continued 
support, we can continue to give back 
to our community, while building the 
bonds and friendships that last a 
lifetime. I hope that we can continue to 
follow the path that you have created 
for us and build upon the rich legacy 
that is the UF Chapter of SNDA. 

Sincerely, 
Shahd Nawari 

STRIVING TO PROMOTE  
DENTISTRY AMONGST 

MINORITIES, WHILE 
AIDING IN THE 

ACADEMIC AND 
PROFESSIONAL 

SUCCESS OF OUR 
MEMBERS.

NEW OFFICERS 2017-2018

Did you know...

       SNDA was founded in 

1970 at  the historically 

African-American 

Meharry Medical  

College?
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STAYING SOCIAL! 
Tailgates, Pool Party's, BBQ's



FREE-D.O.M. CLINIC

What does the FreeD.O.M. clinic 
stand for?

FreeD.O.M. Clinic stands for Free 
Dental, Optometry and Medical 
care.  

Who runs the FreeD.O.M. Clinic?

The clinic is run by local volunteers 
of each respective field. Funded by 
Marion County Health

What populat ion does the 
FreeD.O.M. Clinic serve?

This Saturday clinic serves the local 
community  who are 200% below 
the poverty line and would not 
otherwise be able to afford care.

How did SNDA get  involved with 
the FreeD.O.M. Clinic?

This UFCD  collaboration was 
initiated by  Dr. LeCorn, SNDA 
advisor and  UFCD  faculty in the 
Department of Endodontics, is a 
regular volunteer for the clinic. He 
continues to lead our team of eager 
UF SNDA members in serving  the 
community.  This has expanded to 
involve all students in the College of 
Dentistry 

 More information can be found at:                                                  
www.freedomclinicusa.com  

UF SNDA HOSTS THE IMPRESSIONS PROGRAM

What is the purpose of the Impressions Program?  The Impressions 

Program is designed to expose underrepresented pre-dental students to a career 

in dentistry, as well as focus on making the students stronger dental school 

applicants.

How many students at tended our Impressions Program this year? We 

selected 48 determined undergraduate students from all over the country to 

attend our program. Of those students, 25 were taking part in  the Summer 

Health Professions Education Program (SHPEP).

What act ivit ies does the program include?  Our program includes mock 

interviews, alginate impression taking, tooth waxing, DAT preparation, a student 

Q&A panel, and presentations from the UFCD Admissions Office and ASDA. This 

year's presenters were  UF SNDA 2013 alumnis  Dr. Christina Monford-Mcnish 

and Dr. Iris Garcia.

Special thank you to our event  sponsors: Henry Schein, Panera Bread, 

Burrito Famous, Olive Garden, Cici's Pizza, Campus Outfitters and DAT 

Bootcamp for supporting our event and making it possible!



SENIOR SEND-OFF
Congratulat ions to the 
2017 Recipient   of the 
SNDA Leadership and 
Community service award: 
Dr. Fitz Brooks 

 We also would like to 
recognize the following 
recent UFCD graduates 
from the Class of 2017!  We 
hope you all will cont inue to 
be involved in SNDA as 
act ive alumnis!  Doctors: 

Olivia Bassily 

Monique Belin 

Fitz Brooks 

Daniel Buono 

Walmir De Costa  

Matthew Davidson  

Shaina Henriquez 

Monica Iskander 

Andrew Jattan

Mart in Lalama 

Violet Laurey 

Lina Ramirez

Neal Singh 

Alina Solomiychuk 

Daphne Toussaint

Kim Tran-Nguyen 

Vanessa Vaquer 

Christ ian Vidalon 

Damone Weaver 

Arnelle Wright 

Rosa Wu 

Sharon Zachariah 

MONIQUE'S STORY...
Born and raised in Salisbury, Maryland, Monique Belin 
graduated high school in 2005. During her t ime in high school, 
she played basketball and tennis. She also worked during high 
school selling candy and snow cones, which ult imately paid for 
her first  car at  age 15. Hust les such as these led to Monique 
receiving the nickname ?Money? in her hometown. 

Monique wanted to leave home when she graduated high school 
because of the crime rate and undesirable fates that  she had to 
choose from if she were to stay there - so she at tended Saint  Leo 
University in Florida for her undergraduate studies. Graduat ing 
in 2009 with a Bachelors degree in Biology, but  a lack of 
guidance, she took the DAT exam for dental school without  
studying, thinking it  would be like the SAT. Needless to say, her 
scores were not  st rong enough for dental school. Thus, she 
at tended a two year post -baccalaureate program at  UCLA 
School of Dent ist ry, which aimed to help students from 
educat ionally and financially disadvantaged backgrounds 
become more compet it ive applicants for dental school. 

After complet ing the program and  while applying for dental 
school,  Monique returned home to open Monique?s Restaurant  
& Lounge - a dine-in and  take-out  soul food restaurant .  Upon 
admission into UFCD, she took on numerous roles culminat ing in 
being the 2015 SNDA President . She also completed count less 
hours of community service and was involved in  minority 
out reach about  careers in dent ist ry.  Her  awards  include the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy Dental Student  Leadership Award 
and the AAE Dental Student  Excellence in Endodont ics Award.  

Furthermore, Monique gave birth to her son, Samuel Cash 
Kinsler, during her senior year and subsequent ly graduated with 
UFCD Class of 2017.  Dr.Belin is current ly a  first  year resident  in 
the department  of Endodont ics at  UFCD and she st ill remains  
act ive in SNDA act ivit ies. 

Dr. Belin was recent ly recognized by  her hometown magazine  
the  AA Shore Pride, for being the first  African-American from  
Salisbury, MD to become a dent ist .  When asked for a quote to 
inspire others , Dr Belin  said  ?Nothing I do or go through counts 
if it  can't  help someone that  is coming up behind me?

We  congratulate  Dr Belin and wished her cont inued success.

LUNCH & LEARNS!

MEET & MINGLE!

FEATU RED  ALU M N AE
M O N IQ U E BELIN



The Soirée dinner is an annual event that 
is held to welcome new members of 
SNDA from each class. Students were 
invited for a night of great food, drinks 
and fellowship as the holidays 
approached and I am honored to be able 
to continue this tradition.  This event was 
Co-Sponsored by SNDA Advisor 's  Dr. Abi 
Adewumi, Dr. Demetrick LeCorn and Dr. 
Cecil White. 

FROM THE EYES OF UF 
SNDA ADVISOR,           
DR. ABI ADEWUMI 

Q: What  is your background?                  
A: I was born in London and grew up in  
then raised in Nigeria. I have been 
practicing dentistry for 27 years . 
Graduated from Univeristy of Ibadan, 
Nigeria with a Bachelors of Dental 
Surgery (BDS) ,  Pursued  post graduate 
education in Oral Surgery, became a 
fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England in 1996. Masters in Pediatric 
Dentistry, from University of London in 
1999. Completed Pediatric residency at 
St.George's Hospital , London in 2003.  
Moved to the US in 2004 as a fellow  in 
the Department of Pediatric Dentistry at 
UFCD. I became faculty in 2005, and 
Residency program director in 2014.

Q:How did you become involved in 
SNDA?                                                                     
A: I was approached by the 2006 SNDA 
president (Now Dr. Will Gray)  following 
the retirement of the previous advisor. At 
the time, I was the only Black faculty 
member in the college and was more than 
happy to oblige.

Q:What  is your favorite part  of being 
our advisor?                                                         
A: I love getting to know the students on 
a personal level and being able to provide 
guidance. The relationships formed with 
students have become lifelong, personal 
friendships. I get to watch them grow, 
specialize, start families, it's very special.

Q:What  is your biggest  piece of advice 
for SNDA members?                    
A:Remember to always conduct yourself 
in a professional manner. Prioritize your 
academics, respect faculty, show up to 
clinic on time, and always take 
responsibility for your actions (no 
excuses). After all, your actions represent 
you, your family, and ultimately your 
profession.

SNDA NATIONAL CONFERENCE  2016-2017

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM US TO YOU

Who? SNDA members from all dental schools across the country

What? An annual national conference for all members of SNDA. To 

share knowledge of dentistry, meet other young professionals in the 

field, and celebrate the members of SNDA. In July 20th-23rd, 2017 

UFCD SNDA members traveled to Atlanta to represent UFCD at this 

conference bringing back knowledge and expertise to help our local 

chapter.

With a new year comes new goals. As a non-profit  UFCD organizat ion, funding 
is crucial to make our ambit ious ideas a reality. We hope this holiday, you feel 

inspired to give back to SNDA - to allow us to cont inue to empower future 
generat ions.                                                                                                                                                

How to donate:                                                                                                                 
Send a gift amount by writing a check payable to "UF SNDA"  to  Dr. Abi 

Adewumi  UFCD DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY PO BOX 100426 Gainesville,FL 
32610        or   Via Squareup -- see l ink  below  

ht t ps:/ / squareup.com /st ore/ufcd-st udent -nat ional-dent al-associat ion

Thank you for your continued support for our SNDA family.

 SNDA ANNUAL SOIRÉE DINNER

https://squareup.com/store/ufcd-student-national-dental-association

